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THE MYSTERY OF SEAHAM’S MISSING

SWIMMING TROPHY

IS SOLVED

1 ANY years ago a Seaham
correspondent wrote o
the Editor of the Echo to
inguire into the where-
abouls of a small silver cup

presented in 1890 by the Seaham
Harbour Swimmming Club 1o the
parcnts of a member who was

championship. Should a member
win the championship three
limes in succession, it would
become his own property. Alas,
this never materialized.

"As a very young man I can

remember  both Chilton and
Young but not Tasker whose

names are all on the cup. How-

lost at sea. 1 have just been ever, the two names at the
C. A. SMITH
pussed this cup. with an bhottom of the list are those of

explanatory letter, 1t is from Mr
Anthony Hall, of Greenwood
Avenue. Houghton, who writes;

“This is the first cup of the
Seaham  Harbour  Swimming
Cluby, 1 am unable lo name its

original donor, but it was won
for the first time in 1884. The

story ran that at first it was
given to the youngest member
who could swim 50 yards, but
INscription
o the
quarter-mile

later om, as the
attests, it was awarded
winner of the

The first Seaham Harbour Swimmin Club cup.

my uncle, Anthony Willlamson,
who was a seafaring man. You
will observe that he won it
Iwice in succession buol before
he could compete a third time
he was drowned when his ship
went down despite the fact that
he was a strong swimmer.

Family Heirloom

“The Seaham Club Commitlee
then decided to give it to my
grandfather, the late Mr John
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Wilhiamson  (lormerly  station-
master at  Seaham  Colliery
Docks) in view of the fact that
Anthony  Williamson was  the
only one who had won it twice
In  suceession and  so  the
resentation was made. Shortly
wiore hig death in 1914 my
grandlather gave the cup to me
and it has remained in my
wssession ever since, In Cact, it
as become a family heirloom
and, as  such, has always
oceupied o prominent position
in my home,

“I remember that the swim:
ming instructor was Mr J, T.
Weightman, who kept a
chemist's shop In Church Street.
As a boy [ attended St John's
C. of E. School, adjacent 1o
tpe church, where the vicar was
Canon James Colling and his
curates were the Revs. B.
'lhmr‘msun and Thomas Copley.
Mr Copley had been a teacher
at the Kepier Grammar School
in  Houghton and on Sundays
he used to sit with his pupils in
the special pews beneath the
Arammar school window in the
north transept of the parish
church there. Eventually he
succeeded the Rev. Nngus
Bethune as viear of St Mary's,
Old Seaham. In my time, the
master at St John's School was
Mr J. Clark and his assistant
Mr D. Carse. Perhaps these few
items of myv early recollections
of Seaham Harbhour will he of
inllf‘-rcw.

‘urther researches roveal that
Anthony Williamson, who won
the cup in 1888 and 1889, was
lost ‘at sea when the steamer
Halycon, on  which he was
serving. sank after a collision
with a Cardiff vessel. Now it
happened that before he made
this last trip, Anthony had
saved the life of one of the
members of the swimming e¢lub
and it had already been decided
to award him a medal in recogni-
tion of this act of bravery.

Dawdon Club

Un receipt of the tragic news
of his death the committee
presented Lhe cup instead to his
father, who, in turn, ag we have
learned gave it to Mr Anthony
Hall, I believe, on his weddine
day. The splendid photogra h
reveals the full inseription, 1'1’uu
other winners being John W,
Chilton, 1884, and A. E. Young
in 1886,

The Seaham Harbour Swim.
ming Club was [ormed in 1880 10
teach voung people to swim in
sea water both for amusement
ardd  survival, That alm ig the
same today and this old elub
enjoys excelleat facilities at the
docks, where training sessions
are held in the upper basin,

_Another very well-known club
is the Dawdon Colliery Amateur
swimming  Club,” which is
regarded by the Amateur Swim-
ming Association as among the
best in the ~ountry. Il possesses

first-class  Uraining  equipment.
excellent five and ten-metre

diving boards. the advamtage of
warm  water and much beside.
At annual imernational con-
tests  staged there by the
enthusiastic efforts of the seere
tary, Mr Frank Watl, manyv of
the best Eurepean and American
divers have shown their skill
and prowess.

But Seaham has long been a
by-word Tor sport in general
One recalls how once Mr
sWillinm Ferguson played a one-
sided game of loothall against
an elephant from a loeal circus!
Each was allowed three shots
at goal, but the elephant wan
1—0 becauvse il covered the coal
mouth with its hulk!

George Holley

Well  remembered football
teams were Seaham White Star
which playved from 189% on 1he
site of the present Cotlages
Road. This team won the Wear-
side League championship in
the 19024 season and two vears
later the Durham Amateur Cup.
George  Holley, the famous
Sunderfand crackshot (he once
broke the net at Roker Park)

laved for the White Star in

is ecarly days.

One hears, too, of Mr W,
Ferguson's success with the old
charity cup competitions. Names
of such teams as Seaham Villa,

Deneside Rangers, Dawdon
Albion, Crompton and Harri-
son’s, Seaham' British  Legion,

come to mind as do those still
flourishing in the Seaham and
District League — Seaham Col-
liery Mechanies, Seaham UD.C,,
and Seaham Young Socialists,
under the efficient league
secretaryvship of MrJ, Mortimer.

Then in the Houghton and
District League we mect Lhe
Vane Tempest C.W. and Dawdon
C.W. There are also the schools
wher? teams are making a name
for themselves and talent s
being carcfully watched and
nursed under the wise direction
of Messrs Charles Roxby and
Headmaster James Robinson.

Cricket., oo, has long bheon
associated with Seaham, in fact,
the *“Londonderry Carrots'’ flag
which depicts the markings onee
shown on the funnels of the
Londonderry  ships has  been

The Vicarage at

flving at Seaham Harbour
Cricket Ground since 1902, This
club won the Durham Senior
League championship in 1044
and 1853, with Tucker Tavlor
the professional in 1946 and
Dick Fuller in 1953.

Golf And Bowls

Many well-kndwn professionals
were recalled recently in the
Echo by Mr Harry Bulmer,
whose connexion with the club
began in 1910. Such were Hos-

kKinson, Fullerstone, Warner,
Robson, Molloy, Clough, Cope-
land, King, Dennis Hendren

(hrother of “Patsy”), Grundy,
MeNairy, George Francis (the
West Indian Test ericketer), and
Billy Brown. Other well-known
cricket clubs are Seaham Park
and Dawdon C.W., of which the
former. now playv<n the Durham
Coast League after a spell in
the Durham County League. Of
these leagues, Messrs. Joe Bell
and Tom Finkel have actled as
secretaries  for a  remarkable
number of vears.

Seaham’s 18-hole goll course.
opened  about 94 years ago,
increases in popularity.  In 1962
Jack Sanderson al the age of 22
won the Durham County golf
championship. Bowls are alwave
popular with boith sexes and
specially so at Scaham Park and

Mew

Dawdon. Recently Dawdon won
the Samuel Storey trophy and
by so doing registered their
[ourth success in this competi-
tion, o record excelled only by
Barley AMow who have five wins
te their credit,

Happy Memories

Some months ago 1 prevailed
upon some bowlers who had just
won the véterans' lourney (o
ride with me around the area to
seec Lthe Seaham highlights. It
was soon apparent that they
aprecd to come out of heart-felt
sympathy for one who obviously
“knew nowt about Seaham.”™ I
think they enjoyed the ride but
there is no doubt their spirits
rose when we reached the Lord
seahom!

Yes, Seaham is full of h:l:‘.nﬁ:.?
memories and  good healthy
activities. Wi have already
described the coble snili.rl% from
the North Dock and the former
regatlia davs, which had seen a
tragic  ending.  Besides these
activities, there are plenty of
others to suit every taste and
interest Seaham Harbour
Angling Club, Rock House
Archery and fenving, a Scoltish
dancing club, L= petr

There Is Scaham and IDhstrict
Darts League, Seaham  Tennis
Club — amdd tennis, too, at
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Seaham.

Dawdon and Deneside Recrea-
tion Grounds — Seaham  and
Distriect Photographic Society,
Model-Making and Radio Club, A
male voice choir, glee club and
The Players al Rock House.
Spﬂham and  Dawdon  Silver
Birds. Seaham Light Orchestra,
aeaham  Amateur Operatie
society and the many drama
groups belonging 1o churches,
gullds, and institutes cater for
all so0 interested.

The yvouth eclubs. hostels and
fellowships, St John Ambulance

Brigade, British Red Cross
society, Rotary, Round  Table,

Townswomen's Guilds, Women's
Institutes, OQ.AP. assoclations,
Over 60z, hospital  voluntary
services, Boy Scouts, Girl Guides,
Brownies and elubs ineluding
the Inner Wheel, lLadies Circle,
Meals-on-Wheels. library, WVane
Tempest Welfare Association
Hall funections, Dawdon AMiners
Hall functions are further
examples of the wide range of
activities.

By no means last or least
comes . National Defence, the
Fire Service, Territorials,
further education c¢lasses and
many more which 1 cannot
recall coveringe a wide variety
of sporting activities, hobhbies
and interests [or young and old

alike.
(To be continued)



