16—>underland Echo, Thursday, January 28, 1065

GLIMPSES OF SEAHAM IN THE ERA
OF SHIPOWNERS

AND SAILMAKERS

NE of the interesting
buildings in Tempest
Place is the police head-
guarters, huill in the Italian
stiyvle of architecture and inclu-
ded the County Court buildines.
In 1804, the courts were held
in February. April and June of
gach vear. Mr Edgar John Mey-
nell was the judge: Mr Robert
K. H. Ellis, clerk to the court:
8 Henry B. Wrizht, high bailiff
and WMr  Robert Summerson,
under-bailiff. Mr William Dobson

was police inspector and six
sergeants  and 17 constables
covered the sub-district of

Seaham Harbour.

obliteration of slmmlt:; and this
lasted until 1874; the number
wis later assigned to Broseley
(Salop). In 1884 the post office
was known as Seaham Harbour
under sunderiand and in 1887 a
new number IL64 was used for
cancellation purposes.  New
Seaham had. its own post office
in 1884 and we find Joseph
Birbeck postmaster in 1894,

The 268" Stamp

Today the Secaham GP.O. is
in Adelaide Row and covers six
townships with a population of
48,000; there are nine sub-oflices.
Letters are not likely to go

By
C. A. SMITH J

[ mentioned last week that
the rural police station was In
John Street about 110 years ago.
[ find that in 1856 that the
sergeant was John Smith, who
resided at North Back Railway
streel and that the Marchioness
had already made plans for
oullding o new police station
and counly court premises.

In thal year (18568) the post
office wag in Rutherford’s Build-
ings, with A#liss Ann Usher in
charge. The number 268 was

used by Seaham in 1844 for the
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astray when addressed to this
township for there is only one
“Seaham™ in the United King-
dom. Here is an old envelope
addressed in 1853 to the post
ofhice at Rutherford’'s. Perhaps
some readers have older letters
or covers?

I should like to see some
bearing the 268 number of 1844
or earlier and szome between
1874 and 1887, when the number
wins discontinued. Reverting to
our 1856 records, it is inleresting
to note that the population of
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An old envelope, addressed in 1853 to the post office -at
Rutherford's, Frent Terrace, Seaham.

Folice headquarters

e

The changing

in Seaham.

scene in the area of the new civic centre.

Eqn}lam Harbour was then
4.098 under the 1851 census.

Mr Robert Anderson, chief
agent to the Marguess aml
Frlnclp:ul counly magistratoe,
ived al Tempest House; Mr Wm.
Ayre, accountant, resided at
Bath Terrace as did the viear,
the Rev. Angus Bethune. Mr
James Barnard was controller of
Customs at North Terrace; Mr
I'homas C. Beatty was Surveyor
and Registrar of Births,
Marriages and Deaths al
Hunter's Buildings.

1856 Directory

We find Mr Gesrge Booth, rope
n_n{l Iwing manulacturer  in
Church Street, Mr John Cuth-
bertson managing the Seaham
Bottle Works; Mr John Hender-
son managing the brick wvards,
Mr John Hetherington  the
National schoolmaster. Mr Irwin
Burrows was coastguard, Alr
John BRogerson. clerk- to the
l.{:.nvr:lr.111|:1-::~1'|'%r Dock Board, Mr
William . Sheridan,  Harbour
Master, Mr Richard Mackey,
Deputy Harbour Master, Mr John
rllimrﬁ manager of the Union

ank.

Mr Robert Thorman resided at
Rock House, Mr Edward Charl-
ton was manager and superin-
tendent of the Londonderry
Railway and Mr John Chilton,

corn miller. Other well-known
names  were  Messrs  Anthony
Bianchard, Thomas  Chiltan
Ralph Fair, Robert Greenwell,

David Mann, Mrs Jane Hodge,
Mrs E. Morris, Mr William San-
derson and Mr Robert Wight,

. Ladies’ schools were kept by
Fhe Misses Irwin in Blandford
Place and by the Misses Dodd in
the same area. At North
Ferrace Edward Bovs's and John
Richardson's school for boyvs
were well knows, At St John's
National school the staff was
Mr John Hetherington, master;
AMr William Good, assistant; and
Aliss Jane Petrie, mistress,

At the old “Adam and Eve
Inn” was AMr Ralph Fair, also
the Dene gardener. Por those
interested  in  Jocal business
houses, there is a complete
record for the vear 1856. There
were three bakers, two  book-
sellers, 18 boot and shoemakers,
siX brewers, five ship and insur-
ance brokers, 12 butchers, twa
druggists and chemists, four
coal fitters, one cooper, four
drapers  (including  Margaret
*allister, of Rainton. and of the
firm later of Houghton-le-
sSpring), two earthenware
dealers, fve Farmers and two
elass manufacturers.

White Smith

There were also nine green-
grocers, 25 grocers, four hair-
dressers, 14 hotels and inns, six
beer houses, Ave insurance vosm-

panies, one iroa founder, one
ironmonger, five joiners and
carpenters, [our masons, 27
master mariners, eight  oul-
fitters, four pointers and
glaziers, 37 pilots (with the
families of Ellemor, Henry and

sScott providing the greater num-
ber), one plumber and gasfitler,
one sailmaker, one saw miiler,
and one ship and white smith.

Seaham also had  two  ship-
builders, five ship chandlers, 21
shipowners (including many ol

the pilots), two solicitors,  two
p]:l%'s iwians  and  surgeons, 13
tatlors, one timber merchant,

two tin plate warkers, four toy
dealers, and three clock and
valch makeors.

A bus ran [rom the
Lion, Vane Arms, and 1 ard
staham Inn. There were aiso
three carriers. The public baths,

(iolden

established in  the Dene hy
Thomas Prosser, were sold (o
Mrs Patrick, of Durham, but
mproved wash  houses were
already  planned by  the
Marchioness,

The Congregational or Inde-

pendent Chapel in Back Terrace
was once a warchouse for which
the chapel paid a rent of £10
per yvear until the new premises
were built in Tempest !Mace.
The Hev. John Harland was
Minister.

Dene House

The Wesleyan Methodisi
Chapel was erected in 1833 and
the Weslevan Association
Chapel in 1839. The Primifive
Methodist Church was in Tem-
pest Street. A final record of
the Lady Londonderry or Port
Infirmary is that everv member
who subscribed five shillings —
was allowed to recommend one
out-patient annually. Those who
subscribed half-a-guinea recom-
mended two outpatients, and
for one guinea four outpatients
or one in-patient. In 1836 Mrs
Ann Stratford was matiron, Dr
W. 8. Burn wias resident physi-
cian and the visiting staff were
Dr E. Mating and Dr R. Orton.

Other - interesting _houses in
this area are Dene House, once

he residence of DMr Mualeolm

Dillon {once the Londonderry

M
t

agent). Dene House 15 mow a
elinie for rheumatism aned

Ki ndred complaints among
miners.
Rock House Community

Centre, of which we shall hear
more later, was. 1 believe, last
occupied privately by AMr John

Chilton, superintendent engin-
ger  of the Londonderry
steamers. Mr Saunders tells me
that he remembered Mr 5,
Ditchfield and Colanel 1. B.
Emerson among the many
Londonderry agenis who
resided at Dene House.

MacFarlane Report

Next 1o Rock House is Cliff
House, once occupied by the
Harrison family, who owned the
Theatre Royal and the Empire.
The Drill' Hall will provide
many  reminiscences in  a
further article. with early pic-
tures of personnel and eqguip-
ment,

Older readers will he able o
identify some of the officers
and men, as yet unnamed. One
of the stories which time alone
can tell in full is that of the
steady transformation of Sea-
ham’s older portion, described
in the MacFarlane Report as
“huddied amidst a ganglian of
railway lines and  entirely
unsuitable for human habita-
tion . Seaham Harbour is
the sworst example of unsightly
development on  the c¢oast
within the area (North-East
Area Development Plan).

“The old part of the town
shows no evidence eof planning
and is cdevoid of any agreeable
character. Railwav lines. [rom
nearby  collieries  carve up

R

Church Streel, Seaham, as it appeared
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The south pier sea wall, with
June, 1900. The boltle works

squalid rows ol ugly cottages
into small ill-shaped blocks and
terminate on  stark, grnimy
trestles al the dock sides. Only
a complete scheme of recon-
struction . . -.-."

One wonders what the third
Marquess and TLady Frances
Anne would have had to say Lo
this iconoclastic diatribe? What-
ever the answer there is no

doubt that it had its merits and
s0 today we fimd a new civic
centre well under way, new
council offices, and a hbrary.
Massive slum clearance, fine
council and private estates, and
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a hundred and one amenities
which compel the belief that the )
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concrete worlk in progress in
can be seen on the clifi lop.

day is not too far distant when

- Seaham, by her foresight and

enthusiasm, may well become a
mecea of industry and a pattern
of ¢ivil and social development.

{To be continued)

PUBLIC NOTICE

certify that I

MAURICE DOBSON of 28
Borrowdale Street, Hetton-le-
Hole will noy be responsible for
any debt or debis- contracled
in my name without my written
signature, and after this date
26th January 165,

{Sed.dy Maurice Dobson,

'J‘_'HIS- i to



