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GREEN AND ORANGE ENGINES ONCE
RAN ALONG THE
COAST LINE

UR first picture will be
of interest to many
readers in this area. It
shows the Marquess of
Londonderry cutting the

the first sod on February 8,
1853, of the Londonderry

July 2, 1855.

Access 1o the Sunderland
Docks was now available both
to the Londonderry Collieries
and 1o South Hetton and
Murton. The Sunderland pas-
senger station was at Hendon
Burn with intermediate stations
at Ryvhope and Seaham Colliery.

By
L C. A. SMITH

Seaham and Sunderland Rail-
way, which ‘would connect
Seaham Harbour with the Port
of Sunderland as well as with
Durham and Hartlepool. The
railway was to procced from a
junction with the South Hetton
Colliery Rallway at the Harbour,
west of the Seaham  Hall
gardens, then crossing the park-
land fo couple up with the
Durham and Sunderland line at

Ryhope.
Two bridges—at Seaham and
Ryhope Denes — would be

required and the computed cost
of the whole irack was £50,000.
And so we see the first sod

being cut, but some differcnces
arose with the N.E.R. and the
completion of the six or seven
miles of track was not fully
for passengers

effected until
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Its advantages soon became
evident; in fact, coal transport
began as early as August, 1854,
At the cutting of the first sod
on February 8, 1853, the
Marquess made the following
speech:

“Last Project”

“Urged on by the same
principle {the [ormation of the

arbour) namely that I should
not have to seek a trade, for
that, if I made a harbour, the
trade would come to me,
conceived the prospect of con-
siructing the railway we are
about to commence this day. I
knew that the trade of many of
the collieries, to the southward
of us in this great county must
pass, sooner or later, our little

Sunderland.

four-coupled side tank nn.ginn on u Londonderry linc.
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wheels were 4ft. 11lin. in diameter.
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A six-coupled mineral engine

i

on the Londonderry railway.

The wheels had a diameter of 4ft. 9in.
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RENTS THIS 19"
DEFIANT

Your Co-op will Install this
magnificent set on an Initial
payment of £6—and will fully
maintain it FREE. The only
additional charges will be for
the 405/625 aerials, and for the
legs which are an optional
extra, The minimum rental s
12 months—but remember, it's
only 8/6 a week, and it reduces!
Callin atyour Co-op today and
start enjoying the best In
television on these most
altraclive terms,
"FULL DIVIDEND IS GIVEN
ON RENTAL PAYMENTS
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hall-way house of Seaham on
their wayv 10 Sunderland; and 1
thought if we could get them
to stop on the road, we shouid
be safe 1w obtain a large
addition to our present trade.

“Engagements were formed
with the South Hetlon and
Haswell Colliery Companies 1o
carry their coal over the line as
soon as completed, either to ship
in the first instance, at Seaham
or, if not, 0 send them on to
Sunderland. The trade is, there-
fore, secured before the railway
is commenced. This is my pro-
éct and the simple history of
Lol aa

~“If I live to see this fast pro-
ject successfully accomplished,
I shall cheerfully lay my head
upon my pillow and resign life,
conscious that, so far as con-
cerns  those whose interests
providence has committed to my
care, I have, to the fullest
extent of my means, discharged
the duty which had developed
upon me.”

The line remained  the
}1 roperty of the Londonderry
amily until its purchase on

October G, 1906, by the N.ER.,
which Ilinked it with its line at
Hartlepool, Later it became part
of the L.NER. and so0 it
remained until taken over by
British Ratlways.

The Cost

We saw a week or two agn
how engine works were estab-
lished at Seaham by the
Londonderry family and how
the line was carried on by the
able administration of the
Marchioness, Lady Frances Anne
after her Thusband's death.
Thanks to the kindness of Kr
E. Saunders, of Sunderland, we
are able 1o add a good deal to
our own researches and with
relevant illustrations.

Most  privately-owned  lines
were generally for mineral
transport only, but the London-
derry Railway between Seaham
and Sunderland soon became a
fully-equipped goods and pas-
senger service with a full com-
plement of trains and rolling
stock of all descriptions. We
must remember, too, that the
first railwav [rom Rainton to
Seaham ‘was, in fact, rope-
worked, a5 we have :slr?mﬁ'
geen, for the carriage of coal 10
the Docks.

By 18532 the
coal commitments
the DMarquess 10 prepare o
scheme whereby the larger
dock accommodation at Sunder-
lamd could also be used. So the
building of the railway began
in 1853, at an estimated cost of
0,000, but evenlually rose 1o
approximately £100,000 by such
additions as stations and signal
cabins, elc.

Royal Visitors

Works for the building: and
maintenanocoe of Ilucunmln‘ES.
wagons  and  machinery were
built at Seaham Harbour and
the fleet of coal steamers
emploved by the Aarguess was
repaired lhere. In fact, as we
have described, steam and
petrol cars were built in the
time of Messrs Hardy and
Allison, managers, and general
enrinecering. work wis undor-
taken for the public,

_The works became one of the
sights of the area and attracted
(many  visitors, including  the
Prince and Princess of Wales
{Edward and Alexandra), Prinece
Christian, the Duke and Duchess
of Albany, the Prince and Prin-
cess ol Teck, the Duke of
Cambridge and man other
roval and noble wvisilors as
guests ol the Marquess and
Marchioness. T h ¢  railway
extended seven miles, in all, of
whieh six miles was double line.
At the beginning of the century
there were 13 locomotives, four

|3 % T e g

increase in his
encouraged

A Lrain passes o

ver the level crossing on
railway by Byron's Wall,

Charles, Third Marquess of Londonderry, cutting the first sod in connexion wit n -

tion of the Londonderry Railway between Seaham and Sunderland. The tn::m*;l::ruintbnk sﬁf;&
. ) in February, 1853

being side-tank engines; one, VU —

saddle tank; and eight, tender

Cngines.

Our pictures show some in use
at this period. The locomotives
were painted green, picked out
with orange vellow lines, and the
initials * L.R.,” with a coronet in
between on a1 specially-designed
side plate. This device also may
be seen on the Ryhope Dene
Bridge. The rolling stock for

A5sCnger  service was  painted
ake red with gold lines and
there were three first-class, two
second-class and 13 third-class
carriages, with four brake vans.

The goods and mineral stock
numbered 2,862 vehicles: In the
year 1899 first-class passengers
numbered 7,666; second-class;
4.683; and third-class, 520,015,
Fhere were 140 season tickets.
The total income for that year
lor _all  services was  £37,812:
869,351 tons of coal were carried
over the line that yvear, as well as
many tons of general goods and

livestock. Goods for stations
“foreign™ to 1this line were
loaded in N.ER. stock and so

the Londonderry rolling stock
was rarely seen off its local
sysiam.

The rallway was mostly laid
with 82Ib. rails of double-
headed pattern the remainder
being 801b. bull-headed rails, For
the  lighter rails sleepers
measured nine feet by nine
mches by four-and-a-half inches;
for heavier rails, the measures
were nine feet by 12 inches by
five inches. During 1899 passen-
ger trains covered, in all, 45,564
miles and mineral and  poods
trains, 151009 miles, '

Take-Over

In 1900 the N.ER. promoted
a Bill for the building of the
Hartlepool and Seaham Harbour
Raillway 1o connect  with  the
Londonderry lines. By 1894 the
N.ER. had already running
owers over the latter railwav.,
Iowever, both the Marguess
and the Seaham Harbour Docks
Company opposed the Bill on
the grounds that the projected
railway would interfere  with
one which the Marguess was
already authorized 1o construct

from Easington Colliery \
Londonderry Railway, v to the

To aveid prolonged Parlia.
mentary and legal conflict the
NER. now  proposed  to pur-
chase the Londonderry Railway
outright, including all plant,
rolling  stock and mach nery,
with such exceptions a5 1he
wagon works  at Seaham,
enginecring stock belonging to |
the mineral side, and coal
depots at Seaham and Ryhope.
It gave many varied assurances,
exceptions and permissions
relaling to  cngines, loads,
sidings, junctions, communica-
tions with collicries, mainten-
ance and liberties, favourable to
the vendors.

The Act received Royal assent
on July 30, 1900, and on the
following October 6, the N.ER.
paid over 400000 and took
possession  of the railway.
Finally, the line became merged
with the LN.E.R. and remained
80 until taken over by British
Railways. Our pictures cover
much of the history of this line
and will be of general interest.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

(To be Continued)

1965 SALE OF FURS 1965
NEW YEAR SALE OF FUR COATS,
Watch our windows &l next week for boargain Huvs.
MUSQUASH COATS. ciicnnrermsras frani. £435,
e STULES. AND CAPES fasnnsy LEOIIL ELZ
the Londonderry MAURICE VELODY (FURS) LTD,
PARK LANE, SUNDERLAHD.



